
Pawar has lost his
focus: Munde
SENIOR BJP leader Gopinath Munde
took on NCP president Sharad Pawar
here on Monday, saying the Union
Agriculture Minister has lost his vi-
sion and focus. “The senior leader
now seems to be focused only on the
Board of Cricket Control of India
(BCCI) and Lavasa,” he told reporters.
Munde was responding to a question
on Pawar's rally, in which the minister
said the NCP had the "right vision" for
the city's development. P 2
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ILOVE the way you lick my
face, and love the world you
help me see. And whether

you’re naughty or nice, There
will always be a “you” with
“me”!’ This is the sweet mes-
sage that pets will receive along
with a hamper of goodies as
their owners ask them to be
their Valentine. Valentine’s Day
is all about flowers, candles,
cards and candy. This year, it’s
no different, except that there’s
a growing trend of pet families
and owners showering their
pampered pooches with these
tokens of love.

Yadika Sharma, the owner of
The Spoilt Brat Barkery,
Mumbai, has been busy baking

fresh ‘Key to my Heart’ Straw-
berry and Vanilla Biscuits,
Beetroot and Cheese Love
Straws, and Strawberry Cheese
Cake Fantasy. Sharma couriers
these hampers across India
and pet owners in Pune are
some of her main clients. “I
ship the hampers directly to
the doggie’s doorstep. I am
also in talks with Pet Sitters in
Pune,” Sharma said.

Sharma describes Valen-
tine’s Day as the time when
business booms. “Pet owners
get excited about showing their
love to their four-legged
friends and showering them
with goodies,” she said. The
biscuits and cakes are accom-
panied by a sweet message de-
claring love for the pets as well
as two squeaky toys.

The celebrations aren’t
merely limited to sweet treats.
At Pet Sitters, Hinjewadi, a
grand Pet Valentine’s Day is on
the cards. “We had initially

slated it for February 12, but so
many keen participants called
in and requested us to post-
pone it because many are busy
with weddings. Thus, we will

now have it on February 26,”
said Shalaka Mundada, owner,
Pet Sitters.

This is the second year that
this pet resort is organising V-
Day celebrations. “Like last
year, we will limit the partici-
pants to 10 or 12 so that it’s
easier to manage,” she said.
There are fun games, obedi-
ence training and a splash pool
party on the agenda. “We play
musical chairs. The catch is
that the dog too has to sit down
within five seconds. Another
game is one where the owner is
blindfolded and he or she,
along with the dog, have to
cross obstacles without touch-
ing them. These games are fun
and also show how well the
owners and pets bond,” she de-
scribed.

The Doggy’s Den Pet Re-
sort, Wagholi, is also ready to
welcome the couples today.
Said Harish Rughani, co-
owner, “We have arranged a
pool party for dogs and owners
in the afternoon.” Ten couples
will spend the day at the resort,
playing in the pool and enjoy-
ing a sumptuous meal.

Priya Sharma, a professor
better known as her dog
Raghunath’s mom, said, “The
party at Pet Sitters is a way to
get my five-year-old Golden
Retriever to interact with
other dogs, play games and
have fun.” For her, he is an in-
tegral part of her life. “He’s
more my son than my Valen-
tine, actually. I don’t know
what I would do without him,”
she added.

DOTING OWNERS ARE ORDERING TREATS FROM BAKERIES, MAKING PLANS TO SPEND QUALITY TIME WITH THEIR PETS AT A RESORTCITY ANCHOR

Be my Valentine, pet owners tell their pampered pooches
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THE Election Commis-
sion’s decision to cover all
the statues of elephants

across Uttar Pradesh as part of
the code of conduct had gener-
ated lot of heat. After a similar
demand cropped up in the city,
the Pune Municipal Corporation
(PMC) removed the fibreglass lo-
tuses from the traffic island at
Sadhu Vaswani chowk. The lotus
is also the election symbol for the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

“There was a complaint from an
organisation, demanding that the
lotuses, being an election symbol
for a political party, should be re-
moved to avoid violation of the
election code,” said K C Karkar, in
chargeofelectioncode implemen-
tationforPMCelections.

The returning officer of the area
was directed to take action on the
complaint. “The action was taken

bytheadministrationafewdaysaf-
ter the election code of conduct

cameintoforce.”
Theislandfalls inPanel40,which

is in the jurisdiction of Dhole-Patil
wardoffice.

Sandip Dhole, ward officer and
assistant returning officer for the
area, said there was a notice to re-
move the lotuses from the island.
“Thelotuseswereusedforbeautifi-
cation of the chowk and removed
formaintenance.Theflowershave
not been installed anywhere after
the notice. They will be back after
theelection isover,”hesaid.

BJP has called this an advantage
for the party. “The issue was
brought to our notice, but we did
not make it into controversy.
Everyoneknowsabout the lotuses.
Their absence has been noticed by
citizens.Inaway, theBJPisbenefit-
ting due to the civic action,” said
BJPlegislatorGirishBapat.

He said the civic administration
tookaction in thewakeof theEC’s
decisiontocoverelegphantstatues
inUttarPradesh.
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A MAGISTRATE’S Court on
Monday directed the prosecution
to either produce MSRTC bus dri-
verSantoshMane’spsychiatristDr
Dilip Burte in court or file his affi-
davit on Tuesday giving details of
the treatment that Mane has been
undergoing. The court gave the di-
rections after Mane’s lawyer, M K
Agarwal, filed an application last
week challenging Yerawada Re-
gional Mental Hospital’s report
that Mane was not mentally ill.

Mane’s elder brother Shiv-
shankar Maruti Mane submitted
anaffidavitonMondaystating that
Santoshwassuffering frommental
illnessandthathehadbeenunder-
going treatment since 2010. He
was given electro-convulsive ther-
apy (electric shocks) six times and
was also on medication, he said.

Last week, Agarwal had submit-
ted an application requesting the
court to shift Mane from Yer-
awada Central Prison to the Re-
gion Mental Hospital, Yerawada.
Substantiating the application,
Agarwal said although the mental

hospital’s report was accepted,
statementsofhiselderbrother and
Dr Burte were not considered by
the court. Agarwal expressed fear
that since Mane is no longer on
medication, his symptoms might
resurfaceandjailauthoritieswould
not be able to control him. Also,
the jail is not equipped to treat
mentally ill patients, he said. “A
mental hospital is like a jail and it
won’t make much of a difference if
he is kept there,” he added.

Assistant public prosecutor A K
Pacharne opposed Agarwal’s con-
tention stating that the MSRTC
hadnorecordofMane’smental ill-
ness and that sending him to the
mental hospital would be against
public interest.

Valentine’s Day treats for pets.
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THE Maharashtra Anti-Terror-
ism Squad (ATS) is probing
whether there is any link be-
tween the German Bakery (GB)
blast in Pune and the bomb blast
in Israeli diplomat’s car in Delhi.
The state ATS has contacted
Delhi police in this connection.

While both the terror attacks
were executed on February 13,

investigators suspect that Ger-
man Bakery was chosen as the
target because it is located close
to the Jewish Chabbad House in
Koregaon Park.

Rakesh Maria, state ATS
chief said, “We have sought in-
formation from Delhi police
about the terror attack today. At
this stage, I will not like to throw
light on any link between Pune
blast and Delhi attack. We
would be able to comment on
the connection between the two

cases only after we receive de-
tails from Delhi.”

It was revealed earlier that
26/11 suspect David Headley,
posing as a Jewish American,
had been to the Jewish Chabbad
House in Koregaon Park and
stayed at the Osho International
Commune during his visits to
Pune. An accused in 26/11 terror
attack, Headley had also report-
edly visited the Jewish centre at
Nariman House in Mumbai. In-
vestigators had reportedly re-
covered a book with instructions
on praying like Jews from his
possession when he was arrested
in Chicago in 2009.

Meanwhile, the Pune city po-
lice have sounded an alert and
beefed up security around Is-
raeli religious centres.

Police said security arrange-
ments were already in place at
the Jewish Chabbad House and
the two synagogues in Pune
Camp and Rasta Peth. But fol-
lowing reports about the terror
attack in Delhi, additional secu-
rity measures have been taken.
Deputy commissioner of police
(special branch) Sanjay Jadhav
confirmed that security has been
stepped up in the city.

Meanwhile, senior inspector
Shivaji Kamble of Koregaon
Park police station said, “One
officer and 10 constables have
been deployed at Chabbad
House. Besides, there is a regular
patrolling in the Koregaon Park
area. We are checking the area
every two hours. Vehicles in the
area also being checked.”

ATS probes link
between Delhi
blast, German
Bakery case

Security beefed up
around Israeli centres

Chabbad House.

PMC takes away fibreglass
lotuses from traffic island

After EC order to cover elephant statues in UP, ‘political symbol’ removed from Sadhu Vaswani Chowk

A file photo of Sadhu Vaswani Chowk with fibreglass lotuses

4 Israelis in city to shoot film against terror
ROHAN SWAMY
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AT first sight, there is nothing out
of the ordinary that strikes about
Uri Artzi and his team of three
members who have been shoot-
ing in the city for the last two
days. Uri and his crew are on a
mission to make a private docu-
mentary that condemns terror-
ism.

The film is aptly titled We Are
All One. But that is not the only
interesting part about the film.
Uri and his friends, Mizrahi Neta,
Droro Sababa and Lilach, are not
professional film makers. They
have come to the country with the
aim of just documenting sites that
have been subjected to terror at-
tacks. “We came to India three
days ago and saw a little bit of
Mumbai before coming to Pune
on Sunday night,” said Uri, who,
along with Neta, is the producer
of the film. Both Uri and Neta
own a restaurant in Tel Aviv.

“It is an Indian restaurant,
named 24 Rupee, that serves veg-
etarian thali,” he said. “That ex-
plains our fascination with In-
dia.”

Uri said Israel and India have
been subjected to numerous ter-
ror attacks over the years only to
emerge stronger. “We want to
make this film to tell people that
there are no differences between
one another. Caste, creed, race,
religion are all man-made bound-
aries and people should refrain
from killing one another.”

German Bakery holds a special
place in Uri’s heart because he
had been a frequent visitor to the
place before it was bombed. “I
still feel that the attack was in-
tended for Israelis given that so
many of us used to eat here. But
what happened? Who got hurt.
Most of those who died were Indi-
ans. More importantly, they were

humans. Why do we not realise
these things and stop doing it?”
he asked.

“The secret ingredient is toler-
ance and love,” said Neta. “This
film that we are making is not for
any competition. In fact, we don’t
even know if we will release the
film, but we want to document

love and tolerance. Perhaps if we
can collect some money when we
go back to Israel, we may even
screen it. As of now, this is our
movie; we are making it just for
ourselves.”

Amidst the talking, the crew
also shot the memorial service at
the German Bakery on Monday

to mark the second anniversary of
the blast. “What does this tell you
about the people? Who won?
Those terrorists or the renewed
hope of people, who are deter-
mined not to be bogged down by
terror,” asks camera man Sababa.

The four-member team will be
travelling to Mumbai again to

document the Taj and places like
Zaveri Bazaar. “We will be in India
for the next three weeks. There
are so many stories waiting to be
told. We may not be able tell these
stories to the entire world but the
least we can do is travel to those
places to hear them. That is what
we would be doing,” says Uri.

Court: Produce Mane’s
psychiatrist or file affidavit

MSRTC allowed to take
possession of bus
The court has allowed MSRTC to take
possession of the bus that was dri-
ven by Mane on January 25. The
court said MSRTC can take the bus
provided that it will not be sold, no
third party interest will be created
and it will be brought to court when-
ever required.

ARUL HORIZON

(Above) Visitors pay homage on Monday
to victims of the German Bakery blast
that shook the city two years ago. (From
left) Droro Sababa, Lilach, Uri Artzi and
Mizrahi Neta at the German Bakery. The
four are documenting sites of terror with
the message that it is hope that helps
people win the war against terror.
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